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Parts of the Ukulele

• The primary parts of the 
ukulele are as follows:

• The Headstock

• The Tuning pegs

• The Nut• The Nut

• The Neck and Fingerboard

• The Frets

• The Body

• The Soundhole

• The Saddle

• The Bridge



Holding the Ukulele

Right Hand

• The right hand should be 
positioned with the finger tips 
over the sound hole and the body 
of the uke tucked under the arm.

Left Hand

• The left hand should hold the 
neck of the instrument with the 
thumb braced against the center 
of the neck and the fingers of the uke tucked under the arm. of the neck and the fingers 
arched over the fret board.



Finger Strumming

• For playing chords, you 
can use your index 
finger to strum, 
brushing the nail over 
the strings on the the strings on the 
downs troke and the 
pad of the forefinger on 
the up stroke.



Holding the Pick

Lay the pick on your curled 
finger.

Close your thumb over it for a 
firm grip.



Using the Pick

• Hold your wrist parallel 
to the strings and pick 
with a smooth back and 
forth sweep of the 
wrist, using only the tip wrist, using only the tip 
of the pick to pluck the 
string. Avoid tilting the 
hand or wrist to 
“scoop” at the strings.



Tuning

These are the notes on the 
ukulele’s strings.

These are the same notes as 
played on standard instruments.

C EC

G

E

A



Using a Tuner

• An electronic tuner is a 
useful tool. They can be 
purchased in local 
music stores or online 
from vendors like Sam from vendors like Sam 
Ash, Musician’s Friend, 
or American Music 
Supply.



Tuning to a Piano

• The keys on the piano that correspond with 
the strings on the ukulele are shown below.



Notes on the Staff and Neck

E                 F             F#/Gb G              G#/Ab A

A           A#/Bb                B                  C                 C#                   D
A or 1st string

E or 2nd string
E                 F             F#/Gb G              G#/Ab A

C           C#/Bb                D           D#/Eb E                   F

G          G#/Ab A           A#/Bb               B                   C

E or 2nd string

C or 3rd string

G or 4th string



Notation

standard musical notation

tablature

chord symbols

chord diagram

tablature



Fret Markers

• Most ukuleles have fret 
markers on the 
fretboard at the 5th, 7th, 
and 10th frets. 

• These are to assist the 
player in quickly finding 
positions for notes or 
chords.



Fretting the strings

• To play a note, press 
your finger firmly on 
the string behind the 
fret indicated.

• For example: to play a B 
note, press the first 
string (A string) behind 
the second fret, then 
pluck the string. 



Picking Exercise

• Try playing the song to 
the right picking the A 
string (first string) only 
and pressing the string 
just behind the 

0 0 7 7 9 9 7

5 5 4 4 2 2 0

7 7 5 5 4 4 2just behind the 
numbered frets. O 
indicates an open 
string. It is good 
practice to play this 
song on all four strings 
to learn pick control.

7 7 5 5 4 4 2

7 7 5 5 4 4 2 

0 0 7 7 9 9 7

5 5 4 4 2 2 0



A Song To Try
Key signature 



Up and Down Picking



Some Starter Chords



And for the Grand Finale:


